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STCTTGAKT (AH— Twenty 
years ago the Nazis brought 
out millions of false English 
pound noins. 

The counterfeits looked so 
genuine that the Bank of 
England was forced to issue 
new cert I fir ales for all de- 
'om [.nations that the Nazis 
.iked. 

The couMerfri: operation' 

■as coded "Operation Bern* 
hard" after the first name of 
the man who mas term in fleet 
the jUsanLie forgery. Bern- 
hard Krueger. 

A major In tile SsS security 
service's technical depart-' 
ment at that time. Krueger 
supervised the cmntC'rfriling 
hy conrcnfrr.iion camp In- 
mates of more than £l4h 
million sterling, then worth, 
mnr.; th.in a half billion dol- 
lar?. 1 

K rue err. never prosecuted. 



trwiay works as a payroll > the SS (Elite 0 u a r di. tratinn camp, a few miles 
oierk at an electrical plant when war broke out. I was In north cf Berlin, 
here. Even his employers are- .. . ... , 

not aware of his background. ch " r * e c,r . w *! 5!E * N,nely rr ‘ n wprp ***' !n * 
Krueger says. . Identity pa^ys and passports specially guarded compound. 

Accused In 4 Heaths .l7 nr .. ,hft * fcrct thofThey received better 

' HI? nam<* popped up from M Krw«*r mM. 'trpptmrnt and food than 

almost complete oblivion. Because of his experience other Inmates/* Krueger re* 
when an Fast German pub* * n Sorceries, SS Brig. Walter latcd 
lication alleged that he was ^ chpl pnbrr? Major Jt t0(?fc him ft . . 

responsible for the death of Krueger in March. 1942. to. pr(K j |lce th<f printing ’plates 
four concentration c.m P J» paper ’ tb#inks 

: ronomv P 1 lh Bntwh .ical* needed to fake the pound. 
A West German prosecutor " * ‘ • ; His biggest problem was t 0 : 

investigating the matter says To Employ Only Jews .get ramie, an Asian nettle 

nothing substantiates the! Schellenbprg told him: ( l»lant used Jn^niaking the 
charge. . "You have been assigned to ; paper. He finally got supplies 

After much hesitation.; m a k e counterfeit p o u n d ;Vl a Sweden. 

Krueger agreed to tell his; sterling notes. We want you; "After a vear of hard work 
siory of Ih* countfrfritinc to u*. only Jew, on this’,,* fln „ Uv , ucceeded , n 

: Project. Iduclnc bill, lhat looked .b- 

I he son or a middle mass Krueg. r sent word to absolutely identical with those 
German family, he studied Nad concentration c a m p si issued by the Bar.; of Eng* 
engineering. ;that he wanted Jews cxpcrtiland,” Krueger sa . "Serial 

"The depression during tlie| in etching, engraving, andmumhers were duplicated 
early 30s mad* me Join the; printing He set up shop attonly once. We avoided nin* 
Nan Tarty. In 1933, I enlisted the Sachsenhausen corcer.-! ning new aeries of bills end 



all serial numbers were 
carefully registered." 

Million a Month Goal 

H!j Instructions were to 
'produce one million fak.. hills 
a month, hut Jack of raw 
material restricted output to 
400,000. 

Krueger says he docs not 
know how m a a v or the 
counterfeits * were marketed 
hv the Nazis: "All I had to dn 
was produce them. Distribu- 
tion wasn’t my business." 

So far as is known, 10 to 25 
per cent of Krueger's prod- 
ucts were channeled abroad. 
The hi Is were spotted and 
major dumace for the British 

There have bcf»n reports 
that ^il the Jews who worked 
for Krueger were murdered 
to eliminate witnesses 

■Nonsense." said Krueger. 
"\i:nr nf them was harmed. 
During ihe chaotic days of 



fhe K e I c h’.s collapse, the 
group moved from one. 
hideout to an* ther. Finally, 
they were all liberated by the 
Unltea States Army at 
Ebensee. in Austria." 

Krueger surrendered to the 
Americans on May 5. 1945. 
After spending eight weeks 
*n a prisoner-of-war camp at 
H a s t a tl, Austria. Krueger 
took his old staff car and’ 
drove off. He later surren- 
dered to the British. 

Never Prosecuted 

"Scotland Yard detectives 
and Bank of England ofticials 
interrogated me for days. But 
( was never charged. 1 was 



working for him were re- 
moved from the compound in 
Sachscnhausen because of 
tuberculosis. Krueger said 
adding: 

"U> all kr' w of course.! 
what happened to Jews suf- 
fering from such an illness " 



said. 

The British, he s a i d, 
handed him over to the 
French, who released him 
after two years. 11m Fast 
German charges may stem 
from the fact that four Jews 
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X'jh ns? CfeaJ? ilso Aist83 ?I d®a HaicfcsaicberhaitshaKpiQaitoa (ESHA) vca 
Esrbct .1941 *>ia jres Sndo daa Kriegaa. 

Dcrch Ersia Aat car ich aa Swodaaarika tsnd becoadoro Argoat-laloc ala 
Qioliws pslitiecfca? JSachrichtea notor Hord- vied SucdjassrUca inter® oalort. 
Agaotaa daa S3 LSichtirfcaitsdionotoa) Tea Ant 71 mrsn ia Argentinian raefo- 
ransf. den gsa sen Kriagaa taatig usd atandsn sit Feroa waohrsnd deorasGstoar 
7^-yo tficcsr ZsitspJiocs la 7orfeinduag. lob iasa nicb aiefct ©it Bootinznfc- 
bait £l?.?da m» 4r«.eta ?a ctIcSso ffiosoror Agoatoa la Ssruohs'UQg cdt dor Lag® dart 
■s&raa, sbor ich glaobo o2a Kr®la von Maoarara sia Jcfcareso Siogfrtod Ejcfcoi?* 
Cfera? Alborto Ho lcat h nri Hamioch icarsa tea Perea ®nd,doaa oia direhto 7or- 
birttes ait ggniason kn&ea die Poroa nafcsstcsndan, auf oinor persoeoliehen 
Crv^-djlagt) hat ton. 

Poc’w^r nar dor KopT ?ca allan SpiouagataetigJoitcn la Argoatialoa* Sr 
mr oin eobr faobigor SachricbtsmiEBaa and ksnnte Argenttaisa raid dlo Honochoa 
ex? girt;, dons ar la al ia a Iroiean sich sicher bowogoa kcaofc®® Br mr aocb ia 
T^tc.vds.j, Orsfgaay ®sd oatwador ea Para cd«r Chila icteroooiort^ and erctat- 
t/sto 2a??.e5it -obar ala. Rtch der Etevolation Toa i>»dS25l 1943 wardea dlo Abfeicam 
S?-Ag®Bftoo ©rlaicirisrt and aster dsa Slaxlmso Porcas wards die lags oya> 
T3GitdssSj3? ala Aafsng 1944. ' . 
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